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The battle for the soul of our nation may have started with

neo-Nazis marching in the streets of Charlottesville and

continued with the insurrection on January 6, 2021 - but it has

now moved to every state legislature challenging Americans’

right to vote. No issue is more important in this moment than

protecting our democracy and the fundamental right to vote.

Republicans are attacking voting rights through:

Disinformation

Delegitimization

Disenfranchisement 

What began as foreign interference in the

2016 election quickly took the form of a

widespread domestic threat propagated by

Donald Trump. In spreading the “Big Lie” that

he had won the 2020 election, Trump

influenced two-thirds of Republicans to

believe him. 

Read: Protecting the Right to Vote is a Jewish Value

Trump’s effort to delegitimize the 2020 election results continued after his

election defeat by more than seven million votes. It led to more than 60 legal

challenges alleging election fraud, all of which were found to be without merit or

were dismissed by courts across the country, including the Supreme Court.

The Republican-led effort has expanded into a dangerous campaign — attempts

to disenfranchise American voters through hundreds of proposed laws to

restrict voting rights in nearly every state across the country.  Some of these

bills have already become law. 
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https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/blogs/stateline/2020/11/20/election-disinformation-fears-came-true-for-state-officials
https://jewishjournal.com/commentary/336195/protecting-the-right-to-vote-is-a-jewish-value/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/jan/08/joe-biden/joe-biden-right-more-60-trumps-election-lawsuits-l/
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2021/jan/08/joe-biden/joe-biden-right-more-60-trumps-election-lawsuits-l/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/state-voting-bills-tracker-2021


Voter SuppressionVoter Suppression
As of August 2021, Republicans in at least

49 state legislatures have introduced

nearly 400 bills to restrict access to

voting, with a disproportionate impact on

communities of color. Republicans in at

least 18 states have passed no less than

30 bills restricting access to the vote. This

is a direct attack on our democracy and

we must take action to stop it.  

Trump's Big Lie that he won the  2020

election has been proven false time and

again. If Republicans successfully

suppress the vote and regain control of

Congress, they could overthrow future

elections - like they attempted to do in

January, 2021. If they succeed in

suppressing the vote now, they will try

again in the 2024 Presidential election.

Want to stay up to date on all things voting rights? Subscribe to On the Docket,

the weekly newsletter from Marc Elias' Democracy Docket. From litigation to

legislation, this newsletter is the one-stop shop for info around the state of voting

in this country and actions you can take to protect democracy. Subscribe here!
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“Our democracy cannot

sustain further erosion

of democratic norms…

the next elections could

mark a turning point

that undermines how

we conduct and certify

elections so deeply that

we will not recover.”

- Marc Elias 

Founder of Democracy Docket
 

Visit www.democracydocket.com

Watch Marc Elias discuss voter

suppression with JDCA 

2

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/jul/23/us-voting-rights-restrictions
https://www.democracydocket.com/2021/07/the-fight-for-voting-rights-is-the-fight-for-our-democracy/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/voting-laws-roundup-july-2021
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2021/08/09/the-big-money-behind-the-big-lie
https://www.democracydocket.com/subscribe/
https://www.democracydocket.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HopXNLABeeQ


After each census, congressional districts are redrawn to account for

population changes. The redistricting process began on August 12th, 2021

based on the new census data. Republicans now have the power to draw

congressional lines in 187 districts (with 75 districts drawn by

Democratic-controlled state legislatures), ensuring that Republicans –

not the voters – choose their representatives. Republicans could take

back the House in 2022 if we don't establish non-partisan redistricting

committees across the country. Click here for an up-to-date tracker of

redistricting ahead of the 2022 midterms. 

RedistrictingRedistricting

Terms to Know:
Gerrymandering: the practice of creating

an unfair political advantage by redrawing

voting districts in a way that results in oddly

shaped districts.

Packing: consolidating a certain type of

voters in the same district.

Cracking: spreading a certain demographic

out to weaken their representation. 

Preclearance: the provision in Section 5 of

the Voting Rights Act that prevented

discriminatory voter suppression laws from

being enacted at the state level.

Texas 2nd
North Carolina 

12th

Partisan gerrymandering often serves as a

cover for racial gerrymandering for

Republicans in the South. North Carolina is a

prime example of the way that voters of

color have been targeted over the years.

Click here to learn more.

These are some of the most gerrymandered districts in the country: 
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Texas 33rd

https://www.politico.com/news/2021/08/12/redistricting-census-data-503994
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/08/12/us/census-results-data
https://cookpolitical.com/analysis/house/redistricting/2020-census-what-reapportionment-numbers-mean
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/republicans-won-almost-every-election-where-redistricting-was-at-stake/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2021/07/gop-could-retake-the-house-in-2022-just-by-gerrymandering-four-southern-states/
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/redistricting-2022-maps/
https://www.gpb.org/news/2021/04/05/the-next-big-political-battle-in-georgia-redistricting
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/06/09/how-a-widespread-practice-to-politically-empower-african-americans-might-actually-harm-them/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpamjJtXqFI


of of Jewish votersJewish voters are concerned about are concerned about

voting laws in Florida and Georgiavoting laws in Florida and Georgia

including 50% of Jewish Republicansincluding 50% of Jewish Republicans  83%83%

Georgia

At the State LevelAt the State Level

1.
Georgia’s 90 page voter suppression law has enacted a long list

of dangerous measures including removing the Secretary of

State from the state board of elections which would make it

easier for Republicans to overthrow a future election. Georgia

proved to be a pivotal battleground state in the 2020 election.

Due to grassroots voter mobilization efforts, its two Senate

seats flipped blue with the historic election of Senators Warnock

and Ossoff. Republicans are trying to make Georgia red again.

Florida2.
In Florida, Republican Governor Ron DeSantis signed the harmful S.B.

90 into law. Voting by mail was a key Democratic get out the vote

strategy in 2020 and the law specifically makes it much harder to do

so. The law "requires voters to provide a state ID number or the last

four digits of a social security number to obtain a mail ballot." 

Action Item: Sign Up for State Chapters 
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The bills being introduced and passed by Republicans at the state level

aim to curtail absentee voting, seek stricter voter ID requirements, make

voter registration harder, expand voter roll purges, and limit early voting

among other restrictions. Jewish voters are highly concerned about

attacks on voting rights in FL and GA and you should be as well.  
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https://www.jewishelectorateinstitute.org/july-2021-national-survey-of-jewish-voters/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/02/us/politics/georgia-voting-law-annotated.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/02/us/politics/georgia-voting-law-annotated.html
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/florida-enacts-sweeping-voter-suppression-law
https://secure.everyaction.com/-Ck_aTMZHkGje-jj9hOicw2
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2021/04/19/georgias-voter-suppression-bill-is-an-assault-on-our-democracy/


Suppression Measure HR. 1  Provision

Restrict voting by mail  
Protecting voting by mail and

absentee voting

Make voter registration

more difficult 

Increased partisan

gerrymandering 

Expand voter registration

with automatic and same-

day registration

End partisan gerrymandering

by establishing nonpartisan

redistricting commissions 

The For the People ActThe For the People Act    

“We must pass the For the People Act. 

It's a national imperative.” 

-President Joe Biden 

Action Item: Sign This Petition to Tell Your Senators to Pass

the For the People Act Now

Decrease federal

oversight on state

elections

Increase oversight and

accountability measures on

state elections 

Dark money influencing

politics 

Enacts sweeping campaign

finance reform 

In order to save our democracy from attacks at the state level, we must

enact sweeping federal legislation. The For the People Act (H.R. 1)

provides the comprehensive democracy reforms our country needs to

defend the right to vote and promote free and fair elections.
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https://secure.everyaction.com/Cg-rjc2biUimqBYGLKShDA2
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/policy-solutions/annotated-guide-people-act-2021#t1-si
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/03/05/hr1-bill-what-is-it/


Some defenders of the filibuster claim that it's inherently American and

integral to the workings of the Senate, but the filibuster is not even in the

Constitution. The Founding Fathers never intended for a filibuster. In fact, the

modern filibuster has been most widely and famously used to defend Jim Crow

laws and to block civil rights and anti-lynching bills. 

This matters today because Republicans are currently using the filibuster to

block voting rights legislation. On Tuesday, June 22, 2021, Republicans

filibustered the Senate version of the For the People Act. We must act now. As

the voice of Jewish Democrats, we are advocating to reform or abolish the

filibuster to advance voting rights and protect our democracy, which is under

threat from Republicans. 

Click here to read a full FAQ on the filibuster. 

If it comes down to an arcane and frankly outdated... 

Senate procedure versus preserving our democracy, 

I will choose our democracy. 
- JDCA CEO Halie Soifer 

62%62%

Filibuster ExplainedFilibuster Explained  

Action Item: Sign This Petition to Demand Action on the Filibuster  
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The filibuster is a procedural tool used in the US Senate to block or delay

legislation. It takes at least 60 senators overcome a filibuster by invoking

the cloture rule. Any senator can initiate a filibuster, which then

effectively prevents legislation from being passed by a simple majority, or

a 50 vote threshold. 
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https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/democracy/reports/2019/12/05/478199/impact-filibuster-federal-policymaking/
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2021/3/25/22348308/filibuster-racism-jim-crow-mitch-mcconnell
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/03/24/mitch-mcconnell-is-wrong-heres-filibusters-racial-history/
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/06/22/senate-elections-reform-bill-495487
https://jewishdems.org/bust-the-filibuster-to-save-democracy/
https://jewishdems.org/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-filibuster/
https://secure.everyaction.com/iVO54YzzEU-yE-nI2ge-8g2
https://www.brookings.edu/policy2020/votervital/what-is-the-senate-filibuster-and-what-would-it-take-to-eliminate-it/
https://www.senate.gov/CRSpubs/be873e40-a966-4feb-9d72-cf23a93cbe46.pdf


Honoring John's LegacyHonoring John's Legacy

"The vote is the most powerful
nonviolent tool we have."

-John Lewis

The John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act would restore Section

5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Section 5 contained the pre-

clearance provision that protects voters in states with a history of

discriminatory voting rights laws. In 2013, the Supreme Court decision

in Shelby v. Holder gutted The Voting Rights Act by ruling that the

coverage provision in Section 4b was unconstitutional.  We must pass

the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act to honor the legacy of

our late partner in justice.  

John Lewis was a fighter for justice and equity. His legacy lives on long

after his death on July 17th, 2020. He was part of the long-standing

tradition of African American and Jewish activists working side by side

to promote civil rights and liberties. We can't stop now.  

Why It MattersWhy It Matters
Voting rights is both a fundamentally American and Jewish value. We

must defend our democracy so that everyone's voice is heard. It's

more important now than ever ahead of the 2022 midterm elections

and the 2024 presidential election that we safeguard the basic value of

free and fair elections before it's too late.

Action Item: Sign This Petition to Demand the Senate Pass 

the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/21/us/john-lewis-voting-rights-act.html
https://www.justice.gov/crt/about-section-5-voting-rights-act
https://roseinstitute.org/what-is-preclearance/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/how-shelby-county-broke-america/564707/
https://www.justice.gov/crt/section-4-voting-rights-act
https://secure.everyaction.com/5BAWKu_wvk2pxmf-xl8Q_Q2


1. Tell the Senate to 1. Tell the Senate to Reform or abolish the filibusterReform or abolish the filibuster

2. Tell Congress to Pass the 2. Tell Congress to Pass the For the People ActFor the People Act and the and the  

John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement ActJohn Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act  

3. Get out the Jewish vote for Democrats in the 20223. Get out the Jewish vote for Democrats in the 2022

midterm elections by midterm elections by joining a state chapterjoining a state chapter

4. 4. Sign upSign up for Democracy Docket's Newsletter for Democracy Docket's Newsletter

5. Become a 5. Become a JDCA memberJDCA member  today!today!

  

www.jewishdems.org

info@jewishdems.org

@USJewishDems

We have a lot more work to do to make sure Democrats expand our

majorities in the House and Senate in 2022. Now is not the time for

complacency, especially as Republicans engage in an unrelenting attack

on the right to vote. Stay engaged with JDCA and help continue our

crucial work to get out the Jewish vote for Democrats, and to protect

our democracy.  Click here to see JDCA's impact in the 2020 election.  

Take ActionTake Action
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To take action, take these steps:To take action, take these steps:  

https://secure.everyaction.com/iVO54YzzEU-yE-nI2ge-8g2
https://secure.everyaction.com/Cg-rjc2biUimqBYGLKShDA2
https://secure.everyaction.com/5BAWKu_wvk2pxmf-xl8Q_Q2
https://secure.everyaction.com/5BAWKu_wvk2pxmf-xl8Q_Q2
https://secure.everyaction.com/-Ck_aTMZHkGje-jj9hOicw2
https://www.democracydocket.com/subscribe/
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/jdca2021?refcode=mempage
https://secure.actblue.com/donate/jdca2021?refcode=mempage
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYBJl7ErR4g&t=2s

